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Main changes to 
tax legislation 

 

1.  From January 1, 2015 according to 
the Law on the Republic of 
Kazakhstan (further – «RoK») «On  
Republican budget for years 2015-
2017» № 259-V dated November 28, 
2014 the following indicators were 
established: 

 
i. minimum amount of wage 21 

364 tenge;
ii. amount of the state basic pension 

payments 11 182 tenge;

iii. minimum amount of pension
23 692 tenge;

iv. monthly calculation index (further
«MCI») 1 982 tenge;

v. minimum living amount for basic 
social payments calculation 
21 364 tenge. 

2. According to the Resolution of the 
Government of the RoK № 1434 
dated December 31, 2014, a list of 
large taxpayers subject to 
monitoring was developed and 
approved  

The list has been developed in 
accordance with the article 623 of the 
Tax Code. The list includes more than 
300 taxpayers of the RoK. 

The monitoring will be carried out, if
the taxpayer has the highest aggregate 
annual income without adjustments, 
provided by article 99 of the Tax Code. 
Additionally, the following conditions 
shall be present simultaneously:

i. the total book value of the assets
of the taxpayer shall not be less 
than 325 000 MCI, established in 
accordance with the Law on the
Republican budget by the year end
in which the list of taxpayers was 
approved (in 2014 MCI was 1 852 
tenge);

ii. the total number of employees 
shall not be less than 250 people.

The Resolution comes into force from 
January 1, 2015. 

3. The simplified procedure for 
termination of entrepreneurial 
activity of individual entrepreneurs 
(further – «IE»)  

According to the amendments IE has 
the right to terminate its entrepreneurial 
activity in a simplified order, if the EI 
complies with the following conditions:

i. it is not registered as a Value
Added Taxpayer (further 
«VAT»);

ii. it does not operate as a joint 

enterprise; 

iii. it is not a taxpayer of the land tax, 

maintaining the separate 

accounting for income and 

expenses, property by type of 

activity, which is not  subject to a 

special tax regime for peasants or 

farms;

iv. it does not carry out businesses 

specified in the paragraph 1 article

574 of Tax Code (for example, the 

production of petrol, ethyl alcohol, 

gambling etc.);

v. it is not in the list for the tax 
inspections planned on the basis 
of risk assessment system results;

vi. it does not have tax debts, debt on 

the obligatory pension 

contributions, obligatory 

professional pension 

contributions, and social 

contributions.

The simplified procedure allows 
excluding desk tax audit, which was 
previously carried out by the tax 
authorities before de registration of IE.

The changes come into force from 
January 1, 2015. 

4. From January 1, 2015 the Republic 
of Armenia has become a member - 
state of the Eurasian Economic 
Commission (further – «EEC») 

 
As such, EEC includes the following 
member states: Kazakhstan, Russia, 
Belarus, and Armenia.

As a result, after Republic of Armenia 
entry into the EEC indirect taxes will 
be charged according to the provisions 
of the paragraph 1 article 276 of the 
Tax Code.

5. Individuals shall be exempt from 
VAT and excise duty on the 
imported vehicles under the EEC 
Agreement (further - «Agreement») 

Thus, according to the subparagraph 6
paragraph 2 article 72 of the 
Agreement, indirect taxes shall not be
imposed on goods which are imported
to the territory of the member states 
of EEC by individuals for individual 
use purposes.

The Agreement was ratified by the RoK
and its provisions prevail over the 
domestic legislation of the RoK. 
Correspondingly, it is planned to 
exclude from the article 276 2 of the 
Tax Code norms specifying individuals, 
who imported vehicles subject to state 
registration with the state bodies of 
RoK as VAT payers.
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Hence, from January 1, 2015 VAT and 
excise taxes shall not be charged on
individuals importing vehicles for 
personal use. 
 

6. From January 1, 2015 RoK 
participants of the foreign trade 
have the right to file the tax report 
only in electronic form, shall the 
goods be imported from the territory 
of EEC member - states  

According to the subparagraph 1 
paragraph 20 of the Appendix № 18 to 
the Agreement on EEC, the taxpayer 
has the right to submit the application 
on imports and payment of indirect 
taxes to the tax authority only in an 
electronic form. 

In addition, to align tax legislation with
the Law «On amendments and
additions to certain legislative acts on 
taxation» № 257 V dated November
28, 2014 the changes were made to the
articles 276 11, 276 20, 276 21 of the 
Tax Code.

7. Based on the Law of the RoK «On 
amendments and additions to 
certain acts of the RoK on radical 
improvement of conditions for 
entrepreneurial activities in the 
RoK» № 269-V dated December 29, 
2014, changes and additions were 
made to the Law of the RoK «On 
auditing activity» № 304-I dated 
November 20, 1998 (further – 
«Law») 
 
Thus, the Law was brought into 
conformity with the paragraph 2 article 
37 of the Tax Code, according to which
certain categories of liquidated resident 
legal entities and IE can engage audit 
firms to conduct tax audit.

Tax audit opinion shall serve as a basis 
for the taxpayer’s liquidation.

8. The President of the RoK has 
signed the Law of the RoK «On 
amendments and additions to 
certain acts of the RoK on subsoil 
users» № 271-V dated December 31, 
2014 

The changes affected the mineral 
extraction tax (further «MET») on 
mineral stocks, except for commonly 
occurring minerals resources.

The amendment was made to the article 
337 of the Tax Code with respect to the
volume of the recovered reserves, 
which shall be the volume of the 
recovered reserves contained in mineral 
stocks net of volume of the normal 
losses for the taxable period without
connection to the contract.

In turn, the quantity of normal losses 
shall be established based on the
technical project for the development 
of the field approved by the authorized 
state body of the RoK.

Additionally, the amendment was 
introduced to subparagraph 2 
paragraph 2 article 338 of the Tax 
Code, according to which for the 
purpose of MET calculation, mineral 
resources are categorized into mineral 
resources containing useful minerals 
(paragraph 4 of the article) and other 
types of mineral resources, also without 
connection to the contract.

The changes to the Tax Code come 
into force after 10 calendar days from 
the first official publication. 

The Law was published in the 
newspaper «Kazakhstanskaya Pravda» 
№ 255 (27876) on December 31, 2014. 

 

 



3

© 2015 «Grant Thornton» LLP – All rights reserved.  

About 
Company 
 

Grant Thornton is one of the world's 
leading organizations of independent 
assurance, tax and advisory firms. These 
firms help dynamic organizations 
unlock their potential for growth by 
providing meaningful, forward looking 
advice. 
Proactive teams led by approachable 
partners in these firms, use insights, 
experience and instinct to understand 
complex issues for privately owned, 
publicly listed and public sector clients 
and help them to find solutions. 

Over 38,500 Grant Thornton people, 
across 130 countries, are focused on 
making a difference to clients, 
colleagues and the communities in 
which we live and work. 

Grant Thornton member firms range of 
services is comprehensive. Grant 
Thornton member firms work with 
businesses and organizations of all 
kinds around the world. 

International services include:

Assurance 

Comprehensive, cross border audits 
provide the assurance that businesses 
need. Teams from Grant Thornton 
member firms are always led by a 
partner, and are professional at every 
level; ensuring that the reported annual 
results are fairly presented. You gain the 
benefit of broad international business 
experience and technical expertise, 
delivered by individuals who listen and 
respond to the needs of your business. 

Tax 

Tax is seldom straightforward, 
particularly across international borders. 
Tax regimes and compliance regulations 
change rapidly; corporate activities in 
one jurisdiction can have a major 
impact on tax liabilities in others. But 
Grant Thornton member firms can give 
you the advice you need to achieve your 
commercial objectives through 
innovative solutions that manage your 
liabilities.

Accounting 

Important knowledge for business 
development is the reliability of 
accounting, transparency and timeliness 
of financial reporting. As such, Grant 
Thornton have designed a number of 
bookkeeping and payroll solutions for 
you to help free up their time to 
concentrate on developing their 
business rather than looking after the 
more mundane, time consuming 
and low value tasks. 

Special advisory services 

You might need advice on business 
risk, corporate finance or project 
finance, forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganization. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.
finance. Forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganisation. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.

Valuation 

The quality of work performed by our 
appraisers and individual approach 
towards our clients will ensure you that 
our company can be your reliable 
adviser in taking financial and economic 
decisions for effective property 
management. Grant Thornton experts 
with an experience across the business 
spectrum, can provide a  tailored 
valuation service specific to your 
requirements.





5

© 2015 «Grant Thornton» LLP – All rights reserved.  

© 2015 “Grant Thornton” LLP All rights reserved.

This information has been provided by member firms within Grant Thornton International Ltd, and is for informational 
purposes only.  Neither the respective firm, nor Grant Thornton International Ltd can guarantee the accuracy, timeliness or 
completeness of the data contained herein. As such, you should not act on the information without first seeking professional 
tax advice. 

Grant Thornton International Ltd (Grant Thornton International) and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. 
Services are delivered independently by the member firms.




